
Approved by order Ü-12 dated 16 May 2018 of the Azerbaijan Republic 
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Veterinary Requirements  

to importing honey bees, bumblebees and alfalfa leaf-cutting bees to 

Azerbaijan Republic 

 
Healthy bumblebee and honey-bee colonies, their queen bees and packages, larvae 

(cocoons) of alfalfa leaf-cutting bee, which originate from the farms (apiaries) and 

administrative areas in which the following contagious animal diseases (OIE list 

“A”) had not been registered, are admitted to be imported to Azerbaijan Republic: 

-   African swine fever – during the last 3 years in the country’s territory; 

-   FMD – during the last 12 months in the country’s territory; 

 

For honey-bees - Akariosis (acaripidosis), American foulbrood, European 

foulbrood, nosematosis, varroatosis (the presence of tick types resistant to 

acaricides) during the last 2 years and other infectious bee disease for the last 8 

months within a radius of 5 km; 

 

For bumblebees - Locustacarus (Bombacarus), nosematosis, gregarinosis, 

crithidiosis, aspergillosis, ascosperosis, spheruliasis, spiroplasmosis and other 

bacteriosis, acute paralysis, Cashemire bee virus, entopox virus and myases and in 

the absence of ticks developing in pollen, in breeding grounds, as well as mellitobia, 

braconidae, dried fruit moth (Vitula edmandsea)  - during the last 2 years; 

 

For cocoons of alfalfa leaf-cutting bee  - Ascosperosis, bacteriosis and under the 

condition of destruction of no more than 0.05% cocoons by chalcids (by 

mellitobium, pteromalus, monodontomer, tetrustichus, dibrahis), wasps, bee flies 

(Bombilidae), cuckoo bees  - in the year of collection of cocoons. 

All provisions for veterinary control, recommended by the OIE, are permanently 

implemented under the supervision of the State Veterinary Service in the district of 

origin of the material within at least of 2 years, 

Confirmation of the health status of bees and bumblebees for diseases are the 

negative results of clinical and laboratory studies performed in the state laboratories 

of the exporting country. 

Selection of bumblebees and bee colonies and queen bees are carried out 30 days 

and 1-3 days prior to shipment them to the Republic of Azerbaijan accordingly. 

Selected bumblebees and bee colonies and queen bees prior to shipment to the 

Republic of Azerbaijan are under constant clinical supervision of the state veterinary 



service of the exporting country. Formation of batches of cocoons of alfalfa leaf-

cutting bees is carried out taking into account the health status of farms of each 

supplier. 

The insects selected for export should not be fed with the feedings-stuff containing 

raw materials produced by using genetic engineering methods or other genetically 

modified sources. 

Containers, feedings-stuff and packaging material must come out from areas that are 

free from infectious diseases of honey bees and do not have contact with sick bees, 

bumblebees. Before the colonization of bumblebees, honey bees and queens, leaf-

cutting bees, the packaging material is subjected to preventive disinfection and 

disinfestation.  
Means of transportation are treated and prepared according to the usual regulations 
of the exporting country. 
Fulfillment of conditions, indicated in the present requirements should be 
thoroughly approved by the veterinary certificate, signed by the state veterinarian of 
the exporting country and drawn up in the language of the exporting country or in 
English with indicating of dates of diagnostic test. Radiographs of the samples 
included to the batch are added to the certificate on the alfalfa leaf-cutting bees.  
Food Safety Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan reserves the right to 
implementation of inspection by their veterinary specialists on the possibility of 
supplying selected materials into the Republic of Azerbaijan.  
On arrival to the place of destination the colonies (packets) of bees received by the 
importing country are transferred to disinfected hives and kept in isolation at the 
quarantine apiary (point) at the maximum possible distance from the main apiary 
under the constant supervision of the beekeeper within 2 months. In every 10 days, 
colonies are inspected, samples of bees and brood are selected and sent to the State 
Veterinary Laboratory for examinations. It is not allowed in the quarantine apiary: 

- use of honeycombs, equipment and tools assigned to the main apiary, and 
has not been thoroughly disinfected; 

-  placing of colonies arrived at the expense of brood (bees) of the main apiary. 
Delivering bumblebee packages are sent to the greenhouses. The state of the 
bumblebee colonies is assessed by their pollinating activity during the guaranteed 
by the firm service life: once in every two weeks, 100 tomato flowers ready for 
pollination are inspected (if there are 60% of flowers with brown dots, pollination is 
excellent, 50-59% is good, 49-40 % - satisfactory).  
Placement of bumblebee colonies of different origin in one section is not allowed. 
Opening of bumblebee packets, inspection and examination of their nests is carried 
out with the participation of the representatives of the supplier and the local food 
safety agency. 
Upon receiving the cocoons of the alfalfa leaf-cutting bees, the samples from each 
container are opened, and test incubation of the cocoons are performed. 



Upon identification by the customer, the materials that do not meet the specified 
requirements, complaints claims of replacement are made against the supplier.    

 
 
 
 

 

 


